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There are many challenges in the Islamic World as far as
Higher Education and Science and Technology are concerned:

- Low access to higher education
- Poor quality

- Brain- Drain

- Poor coordination

- Non- relevant curriculums

- Low research

- Problems in Technology and Commercialization
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Can the Muslims cope with the international
community?

How many years will it take( with the existing trend)
to reach a point where we can cross over the average
standards?

Is there any guarantee that we will regain our Islamic
Civilization?
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Unfortunately the clear answer to these questlons and many
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Is there any justification to create a hope for the academic
community, the possibility of repositioning Muslims at the
height of the civilization.
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By exploring the history of PayameNoor (The Messageof
Light) University, we would like to give an evidencethat rapid
and dominating achievement is possible And we will
recommend to generalize this process for other aspectsin
Scienceand Technology. Of coursethe imposed war, embargo
and sanctions had their impact and contribution on this
progress, but they were not the main cause for the
exponential progressthat we face today as even the western
Institutions report.
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- PayameNoor University(PNU) Is a distance based and
open state University establishedin 1988and its slogan
Is Higher Education for All, Any time, Any place.

- The University has 485 centers throughout the country
supported by 3500 teaching staff and the student
population exceeds 110Q000. They are studying In
different programs ranging from under-graduateto PhD
In 7 faculties.
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- All teaching technologies have been utilized such as
offline(through the internet), online teaching, part time
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- All the students have access to the digital library.

. Student from 58 countries have been enrolled in the
University.

. University stands in the 6™ rank in the world and 29 in
the Islamic world among open Universities.



PAYAME NOOR UNIVERSITY: A UNIVERSAL DISTANCE-BASED UNIVERSITY IN THE ISLAMIC WORLD

PNU aims to develop a network( of Virtual Universities) in
Islamic World in Collaboration with the sister Universities.
This Definitely will cover the social demand of large group of
Muslim youth.
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. Some additional facts about PNU

- PNU is state University but not more than 20% of its
budget is received from the government.

- The tuition fees are ranging(as low as) from 300to $500
per semester.

- Government has not paid singleRial for acquisition of
land.

- Most of the buildings are constructed by the funds
provided by the people.
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was developed not only in war, but this culture was
practiced after wars, more specifically in Higher

Education and even in Science and Technology.

- The Government facilitates the process, prepares the
teaching materials and controls the quality(Exams and
evaluations are centralized), the teaching staff devote
themselves to the responsibilities and the local people
prepare the material needs(lands, construction and even
equipments)
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- In 1979%he access to higher education in Iran was just
5% . Today the PNU and Islamic Azad
University(another mega University with 1,200,000
students in regular programs) cover approximately65%
of the students.

- Al-Mustafa Open University (a virtual Islamic
University) attracts more than 18000international
students from more than 100countries
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- The Muslims to overcome the challenges should follow a
similar pattern.

- MBD vs. MBO

Setting objectives and trying to minimize the deviations
from the goals: J)does not necessarily guarantee that we
will approach to the Islamic civilization and 2) the
objectives may justify the tools and mechanism by
which the goals are to be achieved.
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Conclusion
The possiblility of rapid and constructive improvement
In the higher education and scientific achievements is
Increased to a high extend when we create mass
movements. The policy makers and the governments
should facilitate the movement. The academician
should consider their effort as worship of Allah and
masses should physically and morally support the
scientific movement.
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