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Kita>>bal-ȣIya>>l  / ON THE FAMILY
Å

Compiled in Baghdad in the midï3rd / 9th century by
Å

Abu>> Bakr  Ibn Abi> l-Dunya>

«ȣAbdAlla>h ibn Muh}ammadibnȣUbayd»

(d. 281H / 894CE)
Å





Abu>> Bakr Ibn Abi> l-Dunya ςd. 894
üGreat Baghdadi Scholar of  3rd / 9th century  ςversed in Adab

ü Personal Tutor to Young Princes of ȣABBASID CaliphalDynasty :

al-Muȣtad}id(rgn. 279τ289) & his son ȣAli>(=al-Muktafi>, rgn. 289τ295)

üCompiled over Two Hundred Books, wasan expert Traditionist

of  H{adi>th methodologyςpupil of Ah}madIbn H{anbal.

ü Educationalist  Noted for Deep Interest in Ethical & Ascetic Topics 

ü ca. Twenty-Five Books published today,    including ς

al-Zuhd/ Renunciation, al-ȣAql / Intelligence, al-Awliya> Ω/ GodΩsFriends,

al-S{amtwa a>da>b al-Lisa>n/ Silence& Training the Tongue,  Maka>rim al-Akhla>q. 

Kita>>b al-ȣIya>>lexists in a unique 11th cent.manuscript at Baghdad University, nowin 

an excellent edition byNajmȣAbd al-Rah}ma>n Khalaf ( Da>r Ibn al-Qayyim 1990; 1032 pp.)



MuslimInterestin Family& Householdevidenced in major H{adi>th collections:

in Bukha>ri>Ωsal-Ja>miȣςchapters on al-adab, al-fad}a>Ωil , al-sala>m, al-liba>s, & in his
separate al-Adabal-Mufrad.  / Later,T{abara>ni>Ωs Muȣjam al-Kabi>r,  andHaythami>,

Majmaȣal-Zawa>Ωid.   . . .  Also in  numerous legaland medical writings . . . 

ü Yet Kita>>b al-ȣIya>>lis the earliest known writing devoted solely to this topic.

Ò

Later writings (now published) focus on particular legal or health aspects,  e.g. :

·Ibn al-Jazza>r al-T{abi>b, Siya>sat al-S{ibya>n/Grooming of  Youth,   treats Health

aspects of young male children(ed. M. al-H{abi>b al-Hi>lah, Beirut n.d.).

·Baqi> ibn Makhladal-Dawri>(ca. 4th cent. H), Ikhba>ral-S{ibya>nfi> ma> yastadillubi-hi 

ȣala> Rushdal-Ghula>m, treats young boys & signs of their coming-of-age at puberty.

·Muh}ammadal-Astaru>shani> (d. 632 H), Ah}ka>mal-S{igha>r/Legal Rulings for Minors.

·Ibn Qayyimal-Jawziyyah, Tuh}fatal-Wudu>dbi-Ah}ka>mal-Mawlu>d/Gift of Love 

on Rulings for Infants,  treats the legal and ethical questions concerning newborns.

ÁAlso the comprehensive contemporary work on children and the family by Shaykh

ȣAbdAlla>h ȣUlwa>n, Tarbiyat al-Awla>d fi > l-Isla>m/Upbringing of Children in Islam

[who unfortunately fails to provide references to the classical sources he employed].







Kita>>bal-ȣIya>>l  ~ On the Family

ü 674 Reports,  arranged in Thirty-Five Chapters . . . yet incomplete.

ü These Narrations comprise:  ·Prophetic H{adi>ths,  ·Poetic Verses,

·Utterances of Companions & Successors(aqwa>l),   and

·Incidents in the lives of  Leading  Personalities.

Ò

ü Thirty-Five Chapterson : ·Household Economy& Income, 

·Family Relations, ·Marriage, ·Love& Support of Children,  

·Attitudes toward Sons& Daughters,   ·Child Rearing,  

·Educationand Moral Training, ·Disciplining,

·Legal-Religious Issues of Children.

Ò



ü Displays  deep  Ethical  Concernfor  an  attitude  of 

Loving  Caringin  the  Family.

ü Offers  significant  insights  into  the  Islamic  Ideal  of 

the  Household.



Kita>>b al-ȣIya>>l~ ON THE FAMILY

Thirty-Five Chapters

1. Expenditure on the Family & merit of 

Spending /nafaqahon them

2. Being Just between children and treating 

them equally

3. A Newbornôsritual hair-cutting /ȣaqi>qah &

what is performed at birth



4. Performing  the  best deeds /ih}sa>n

toward oneôsDaughters

5.  Arranging  the  marriage of  oneôs

Daughters



ON THE FAMILY

6.Affection /ȣat}f toward oneôs children 

andLoving them /mah}abbah

7. Kindliness/ra¬fahtoward Babies

and tender sympathy for them 

8. Holding Babies, smelling them and 

kissing them

9. Rocking oneôs Babies and playing 

with them



10. Greeting  young Children

11. Teaching the ritual-Prayer to Children

12. Teaching the Qur¬Ǖn to small Children 



ON THE FAMILY

13.A man Teaches his wife, and 

Teaches his children and Trains them 

14.How GOD Safeguards the man-of-

faith among his progeny after he dies 

15.Generous liberality towards oneôs 

Dependants/ al-ȣiya>l  

16.Intercoursewith oneôsWife is like 

unto charitable-alms,  and  coition is for 

the sake of  procreating children  



17. Encouraging Women to work by spinning wool 

18. Guarding the Woman in her home, her 

adornment is only for her husband 

19. Funeral prayer over the still-born infant 

20. Uprightness /s}ala>h} of the child [warms oneôsheart 

21. Taking delight in the small number of oneôs

Dependants

22. Affection toward oneôsWives,  kindliness to 

them,   and sociability with oneôswomenfolk 



23.Rights of  the  Wife over  her  husband  and

the merit of spending on her support 

24.What belongs to the Wife which she may take 

from her husbandôshome 

25.Rights  of  the  Husband over  his  wife

26. A Man jests  and sports  with  his  Wife

ON THE FAMILY


