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SCOPE

The Structural Setting /Environment

Muslim Universities as Institutions of Higher E
on Islam

WHAT OUR PAPER IS NOT ABOUT
— Profit-oriented Private HE Institutions

— Performance & Quality: based on measure

What our paper covers
— Purpose of Education in Islam
— What Today’s Education is
— The DIRE NEED to return to HE truly based

— The KUIS’ Story as a CASE of Private HEl ow
Religious Body under the purview of a Sulta

The WAY FORWARD
— The Challenges & What the Future Holds




Today’s Structural Sctting/Environment
- THE BIG PICTURE
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Intervention Strategy to Actualise The Islamic Worldview
- fAin Iterative Approach
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SIGNIFICANCE OF EDUCATION

PEOPLE ARE BORN IGNORANT NOT STUPID,

THEY ARE MADE STUPID BY EDUCATION

Bertrand Russell

CURRICULUM NEEDS
TO REFLECT THE
REAL PURPOSE OF EDUCATION BUT
the predominant
legacy worldview
of education in Malaysia
EDUCATION
& other
CANNOT BE TRIVIALISED

Muslim jurisdictions
IS Eurocentric
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PURPOSE OF EDUCATION

Nurturing the emergence of insan i I QR A 0 A

who observes adab and manifest akhlag with the Khalig

in the course of living their lives of Islam via

transmission of knowledge with a moral purpose

e producing homo economicus?
e producing robots in flesh/androids with blood?
e producing human as resources to the economy?

Education turned commercial & graduate marketability
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Human Graduates or Android Robotic?
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Fragmentisation of Human

Accountants

Lawyers

THE ECONOMIC MAN IS
GIVEN PREDOMINANCE

ngineers
Educators

...EtC

Homo Politicus

. Homo Sociologicus
Homo Sapiens

Homo Faber

Homo Religiosus

...EtC
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The Skilled Human—Technocrat?

- Robot/Android with blood?

- Operating mechanism in
machine language?

HOMO COMPUTANS

From
READ-OBEY
to
READ, WRITE, EXECUTE
(blog, Facebook)?
Claes Johnson

THE NEED TO ARRIVE AT JUDGMENT & MAKING DECISION IS IGNORED?
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DENIGRATION of Status from
Human as Trustee of Resources
To Human as Resource
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Genesis

/HUMAN
Industrial Age Knowledge|\Age
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PERSON

Pre- &
Agricultural Age
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Bring back ROLE OF HUMAN
to the centre BUT with human
governed by HUMAN GOVERNANCE

Benefit Self & Family well-being Benefit Societal well-being

ROLE OF HUMAN | RELEGATED to level of RESOURCE
: . Shareholders
Filled by corporation ‘

ROLE OF | Hunter gatherer of
HUMAN | resources (animals, land,
tools etc)

Benefit Shareholders wealth

_ Stakeholders
Addressing of CSR , Mandatory Disclosure, '
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Shortcomings Triple-Bottom Line etc
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Reflection on Current Teaching Methodology

* Teachers no longer teach, they ‘deliver’ curriculum
 Equates education with ‘postal service’

* Deliver ‘pre-packaged parcels’ into ‘letter-box brains’. Teachers
‘degraded’ to postman

e Faculty of discernment — the debased intellect
* Higher human faculties reduced & degraded, external physical
senses supreme

| NEW BREED OF TEACHERS &

“CHANGE” AGENTS?
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Need to Bring Back HE based on Islam
- Western Perspective of Islam

“Since the time of Muhammad, Muslims
have seen Islam as being,
in some significant measure,
a means for the transformation of
emotional life
from one of ignorance and backwardness
to one appropriate to
a divinely created nature.”

Islam "from the first
denounced aristocratic
privilege, rejected hierarchy,
and adopted a formula of
the career open to the
talents.”

—Z

Bernard Lewis, (1998). Islamic Revolution,
The New York Review of Books

V “the Qur'an provided a blueprint for

Richard A.Shweder, Jonathan Haidt, Randall

a new order in society”

Horton and Graig Joseph (2010). The

Cultural Psychology of the Emotions M

Chapter 25, pg. 423 in Handbook of Michael Bonner, "Poverty and Economics in the
Emotions, 3" Edition. Qur'an”, Journal of Interdisciplinary Historyxxv:3

(Winter, 2005), 391¢406
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The speech by Tuanku Mizan who among others reminded that the Malay rulers would continue their role in protecting Islam, the
Malay and pribumi status, is a clear signal to all quarters.

Even more significant is the royal speech of Acting Raja Perak, Raja Dr. Nazrin Shah at the congress which emphasises on the
subject of challenges and threats faced by Muslims, especially on the issue of faith (akidah).

Many participants complimented the ruler’s speech which gives a holistic perspective with bold and sharp analysis of the issue.

Awang fully agree with his view that the destruction of the ummah today was due to a new form of threat, unlike the yesteryears
during the conquest of Alfonso di Albuquerque, Stamford Raffles, Francis Light or Yamashita.

The new form of encroachment includes the misused of the term Allah and the manipulation of historical facts, disrespecting the
national a.nthem and_],ns:.ﬂung-ﬂ;e.l ar Senttarl®

e e o e e e o
— —---
— —

- —

Main | Home News | Awang Selamat | Edﬁ)ria

-~
The text of speech of Raja Nazrin at the congress should be archived for future read and reference of Muslims. To Awang, itis the
best academic document on the issue of current challenges facing the Muslims. Take a deep thought and an in-depth analysis of thﬁ 7

03/10/2011

The grief of a ruler

aigu,ments expounded by the ruler in the text as introspection. ——
——_______ _______—-—'

Awang is thankful to Tuanku Mizan, the Malay rulers as well as Ra_]a Na.zrm for their solid commitment in continuing to defend the
country’s foundation and the Constitution.
*J be:rs
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The speech by Tuanku Mizan who among others reminded that the Malay rulers would continue their role in protecting Islam, the
Malay and pribumi status, is a clear signal to all quarters.
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EDUCATION PHILOSOPHY BASED ON ISLAM

Bring back ONENESS

TECHNICAL To replace fragmentisation
COMPETENCE
Expand Islam beyond the restricted

meaning as Islamic Studies, to Islam
as Tauhidic Way of Life: integrating
as ONE, Legal, Economic, Financial,
Social, Political, Education etc.

ADAB & AKHLAQ

DOES THE EXISTING CURRICULUM STRUCTURE
(moulded on Eurocentrism & Homo Economicus)
MEET THE ORIGINAL OBJECTIVE OF EDUCATION?
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Faculty/Device for decision Making

& JUDGMENT
WOMB éBABIES TO TODDLERS ADULTHOOD OLD AGE
H
- - PHYSICAL E'
A g SENSES & A
R . THE MIND =
T T

HEART

NOT THE PUMPING HEART
-Qalb (MALAY) & v Xin (Chinese)

The Heart has its Reasons which Reasons know not ¢ Pascal
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EVEN SCIENCE RECOGNISES
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE HEART FACULTY (INTUITION

Brain has 100 b. neurons (1@10,000
connections)

Heart with 40,000 neurons

* Heart Electrical field (ECG reading) is about
60 times greater in amplitude than brain
waves (EEG measure)

* The magnetic component of the heart’s
field too is found to be 5000 times stronger
than that produced by the brain

* Heart’s EM field permeates all parts of
human body & emanates up to 10 feet

* Heart initiates communication between 2
individuals, then only detectable in brain

e Heart plays a major role in forming own
experience and can influence others too

* Presence of “heart brain”

Source: HeartMath Institute

17

only appear in the heart



Brin

ging the HEART (Qalb)

into the heart of decision making & judgment

N
FROM MIND |
( B RAI N O N LY) g” Analytical QUA‘E:I:ANT
<
>
k= Directional Behavioral
8
Rationality IntuitR/e

Neuroscientists’ research
to discover the source of
WISDOM

WISDOM through “The only real

1) Instinct & Urges valuable thing is
2) Intuition intuition.” Einstein

N\
= h
£ 4th QUADRANT
> (WISDOM
§ through 5 Is)

A

|l D B
s
S Rationality Intuitive
S
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BRINGING BACK ADAB

DECISION MAKING
AND JUDGMENT
SHAPED BY

Belief System:
GOD-CONSCIOUSNESS

Life Philosophy:
ESCHATOLOGY

Accountability:
BEYOND SELF
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BRINGING BACK THE ROLE OF MOSQUE FROM THE ISLAMIC PERSPECTIVE

- Mosque as education institution
&
- Place of intellectual pursuit

24 HOURS EDUCATION

EECIUING Pursuit of knowledge from
Mosque Islamic perspective
INTELLECTUAL
PURSUIT Scholar award jjazah
through chain of
authority or isnad
th
13™ CENTURY k. University was
BIFURCATION - destroyer | L — | """""""""" introduced
z2SQ 27F Institutionalised award of
REDUCED-MEANING University jjazah through Senate
OF MOSQUE worship)
21 CENTURY? | i """"""""""""""" | """"""""" RECLAIMING
[ -Mosque as university
CGPA: ‘

33.3% formal academic
66.7% informal & non-
formal
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The Landscape of Education in Malaysia
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The DESIRED IWV Setting

WV WV

PRE-UNIVERSITY &
UNDERGRADUATE

IWV

DIPLOMA BACHELOR’S 1

ORGANISATIONS

CORPORATIONS

IWV

POST GRADUATE

MASTER’S

PhD

IWV




DIPLOMA

BACHELOR’S

ORGANISATIONS
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CORPORATIONS

MASTER’S




Y'L{Q / dZNNBYyldG D2ISNYI
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Y'L{Q tNRLIZ&SR D2UYSNY
according to the new constitution
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CAN Private HEls Play BETTER Role in
BRINGING BACK HE based on Islam
compared to Public HEIs?

-

YES!
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Challenges — The CORE

e Complacency & contentment - WARNING |
* Fear to go back in origin

* Currently too much rhetoric, but
FEW meaningful initiatives

e GOVERNANCE structure is critical

— The role of religious bodies as
shareholders, ultimately under
Sultan as head of Islam

CHALLENGES
AHEAD
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Future of Muslim HE
- THERE IS SOLUTION

Understanding what education IS NOT
Education IS nurturing the emergence of INSAN TA'DIBI

Performance is NOT about the measure, BUT about the
ability to actualize HE based on Islam

GO BACK IN ORIGIN
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE HUMAN?
WHAT IS THE PURPOSE IN LIFE?
WHAT IS THE PHILOSOPHY?
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LESSONS TO LEARN

KUIS” JOURNEY
IN BRINGING BACK EDUCATION BASED ON ISLAM

e KUIS" Governance Structure
Is UNIQUE
with the ultimate authority
vested in Tuanku Sultan Selangor
as the Head of Islam
 MAIS the shareholder

believes in KUIS nurturing the
emergence of Insan Ta’dibi

www.kuis.edu.my
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http://www.kuis.edu.my/v2/images/stories/Ringkasan_Eksekutif_Transformation_of_KUIS.pdf

TAKEAWAY MESSAGES

BROWN
PAG
LEARNING,;

~
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- KUIS CANNOT & MUST NOT
be straitjacketed into
secular universities’ measures

- KUIS & MAIS are charting the
RIGHT PATH, AWAY from the
commodification &
marketization of education

- Graduates are INSAN TA'DIBI,
not resources to economy




